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>riestcraft, and who yielded themselves both splendidly and
srribly to the allurements and dominance of magical religions.
This is the paramount impression, from the beginning of Mayan
ecorded time, some three centuries before Christ, to the Span-
>h Conquest and the sweeping ruin the Conquest brought.
I do not refer here to human sacrifice, a phenomenon of the
iztec domination which occupied a mere two hundred years
at of two thousand. The Toltec age lay far behind these. It
uilt and rebuilt Teotihuacan, that far-flung harmonious city
f temples. Yet farther back reached the Mayans, lavish builders
f priestly cities, who were preoccupied through generations
ith astronomy and with perfecting a marvelously accurate
ilendar.
Again, at Monte Alban, above Oaxaca, one finds a whole
lountain hewed and leveled to be the base of a vast complex
f religious structures where the Zapotecs were to repose their
opes. At Cholula, near Puebla, the average man thinks he is
limbing a mountain to reach the Catholic church at its summit,
at he is climbing a Toltec pyramid built by hands. At La Venta,
i the State of Vera Cruz, religious sculptures weighing up to
rirty tons, carved out of igneous rock, are found. The nearest
>urce of the rock is fifty miles away. How were these immense
locks of stone moved this long distance down rivers and across
reat stretches of swamp to where they are now? They were
loved by manpower alone; the Mayans had no draft animals
id did not know the principle of the wheel.
Do not imagine a priestcraft, dominating kings, who by
:med might achieved these vast religious works through the
veat and blood of races of slaves. Through much of the Mayan
:a, war and the weapons of war hardly existed at all. Among
ie Aztecs slavery existed, but none were born into slavery,
he slave had his own status and rights; and as a rule tribute,
hether of manpower or goods, was exacted only with modera-
an from the suoordinate peoples. No, it was the will of whole
soples which built the mighty religious structures and which
laintained them.
The power of the religious motivation which swayed these
Eexican peoples is better realized if we hold in mind these
icts: For the massive work on the religious structures they had
ily stone tools, supplemented by copper for the more refined
acings. They had no beasts of burden. The land, owing to their
isbandry, became densely populated. On the plateau, then as
jw, rainfall was barely enough, always uncertain. Nothing but
rofound faith in the utility and necessity of their religions'of